FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
DIVISION OF AQUACULTURE

600 South Calhoun Street, Suite 217
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300

Aquaculture Certificate of
Registration

O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tallahassee Office: (850) 617-7600
Bartow Office: (863) 578-1870
Email: Aquaculture Web@FDACS.gov
Website: www.FDACS.gov

Floridians who are raising aquatic
species for commercial sale must
acquire an Aquaculture Certificate of
Registration from the Florida
Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (FDACS) on an
annual basis. The certificate
authorizes the production, harvest
and sale of aquaculture products,
identifies your aquaculture products
as agriculture and identifies you as a
commercial farmer. It also entitles
you to the same benefits bestowed on
other agricultural producers,
including tax benefits and reduces the
number of permits you may need
from other agencies.

Best Management Practices

FDACS, through the Florida
Agquaculture Policy Act, Chapter 597,
E.S., established the Aquaculture
Best Management Practices (BMPs)
as a means of assuring that
aquaculture farms have minimal
environmental impact. These
practices represent a mutually
beneficial relationship between
commercial aquaculture production
and natural resources protection.
Aquaculturists adopt BMPs that are
appropriate for the size, production
system design, location and species
for their farm. All Aquaculture
Certificate of Registration holders
must abide by the Aquaculture
BMPs. Any person failing to meet
the BMPs and/or refusing to
implement the BMPs must obtain all
necessary permits/authorizations
from the appropriate regulatory
authority, Rule 5L-3.007(3), F.A.C.

Shellfish Harvester Training

All Aquaculture Certificate of
Registration applicants who list bivalve
mollusks (i.e. oysters or clams) as a
product on their application must
complete the Shellfish Harvester
Education Training on a yearly basis.
Shellfish Harvester Education provides
training in sanitary shellfish harvesting,
transportation and handling. It is
designed to help shellfish harvesters
minimize the growth of Vibrio spp.
bacteria and to reduce the risk of
associated illnesses. At the end of the
course, a certificate of completion will
be issued as proof of training. Training
may be completed either online or in
person. Training for the upcoming
certification year begins April 1 of each
year. You can make arrangements to
complete the training in person at one
of the following FDACS offices:

Apalachicola: (850) 653-8317
Melbourne: (321) 984-4890
Port Charlotte: (941) 613-0954
Cedar Key: (352) 543-1084
Tallahassee: (850) 617-7600

Applying for an Aquaculture
Certificate of Registration

To complete an application, you can
download an application to your local
device to enable form-fillable and esign
options or request one by contacting
FDACS at (850) 617-7600 or email
Serina.Rocco@FDACS.gov.

The fee to apply for or renew a
certificate is $100. Mail the completed
application, along with your proof of
training (if applicable) and the $100
application fee via check or money
order, to:

FDACS
P.O. Box 6710
Tallahassee, FL 32314-6710

You can also pay fees online at:
http://bit.ly/RevenueOnlineCollection.
Once your application has been
received, Division staff will contact
you to schedule an initial site visit, if
required, and review your facility plan
and pertinent BMPs. Division staff will
also conduct facility inspections
annually, at a minimum, to ensure
BMP compliance. Submerged land
leaseholders are also required to
maintain a valid Aquaculture
Certificate of Registration as part of
their lease agreement. Certificates
expire on June 30 of each year.

Applicants can contact the Division for
an on-site review of existing operations
and a pre-construction review of the
farm site and facility design plans.
Producers may also visit University of
Florida operated aquaculture
education, demonstration and research
facilities that are implementing BMPs.
See Aquaculture Production and
Technical Assistance for extension
support contact information.

NOTE: The annual registration fee is
waived for each elementary, middle or
high school or vocational school that
participates in the aquaculture
certification program. Please contact
FDACS prior to applying to discuss if
the fee would be waived,
597.004(1)(h) F.S.
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Facility Plan and Timeline Requirements for an
Aquaculture Certification of Registration

New applicants must submit a facility plan, briefly
outlined below. Contact the Division for a facility plan
template.

Facility Summary

o Name of company and/or applicant name

e Facility location (address or Parcel ID)

e Property ownership documentation or lease
agreement (if applicable)

e Property flood zone information

e County Zoning and Land Use information (plans
for Use Permits or changes if applicable)

e Brief description of business, products offered and
target market (e.g. fry, fingerlings, food,
ornamental, live, on ice, filleted, wholesale, retail
etc.)

Note: Do not provide cost, price or buyer contact
information.

Ponds must be constructed in accordance with the
USDA-NRCS or UF/IFAS guidelines.

Facility Description

o Total land acreage, pond acreage or water volume
contained in tanks or raceways

e Number and size of ponds/tubs/tanks

e Species to be raised

o Sketch of the facility design

o List of all applicable BMPs to be implemented

e Water source and water flow/treatment scheme

e Description of species containment measures

e Biosecurity measure or plan

Timeline for Construction and Production

o Start and end dates for facility construction

e Plan for additional permits (e.g. Water Use Permit)
e Additional phases or milestones

e Stocking dates and rates/densities

o Harvest dates and amount

e Describe future expansion plans

Frequently Asked Questions

Can my employees each get duplicate cards with my
certification number?

No, there will be one card issued per aquaculturist
listed in the Aquaculture Certificate of Registration
application.

I have two submerged lands leases for shellfish
culture. Do I need two certificates?

Each submerged land leaseholder needs only one
Aquaculture Certificate of Registration, which will list
all the lease sites.

What if I have multiple upland production (farms)
locations?

For upland aquaculture facilities, a certification is
required for each separate facility location. If under the
same name as the Aquaculture Certificate of
Registration, submerged land leases could be listed
with an upland site on one certificate.

I said on my application that I would abide by Best
Management Practices (BMPs), what are they?
BMPs are developed with each segment of the industry
in mind and are defined as the methods a farmer uses
for construction and operation of a facility which result
in minimal environmental impacts. The BMPs manual
is available online or by contacting the Division of
Aquaculture.

I have a few aquaria in my garage to raise tropical
fish. Do I need a certification?

Yes, if you sell the aquatic organisms you raise. No, if
you are a hobbyist.

I am an authorized user on a submerged land lease
for shellfish culture. Do I need the certificate?

Yes. Each year, turn in an Aquaculture Leaseholder
and Authorized User Agreement form, along with an
application. This form is available to download online
and must be signed by you and the leaseholder and
notarized. You will also need to complete the Shellfish
Harvester Education training and send proof with the
forms. All forms and certificates expire June 30 of each
year.

It’s December, and I’m applying for the
certification. Will it be valid through December of
next year?

No, the Aquaculture Certificate of Registration is valid
through June 30 each year, regardless of when you

apply.
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Guide for Renewing an
Aquaculture Certificate of Registration

ALL CERTIFICATES EXPIRE ANNUALLY ON JUNE 30"

CERTIFICATES ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL LEASEHOLDERS, AUTHORIZED USERS AND
UPLAND FARMS

A prepopulated form with your current information on file may be obtained by
contacting the Division at (850)-617-7600 or Serina.Rocco@FDACS.gov.
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SHELLFISH PRODUCERS & LEASEHOLDERS:

SHELLFISH PRODUCERS AND ALL LEASEHOLDERS MUST PROVIDE A COPY OF A CURRENT
FISCAL YEAR SHELLFISH HARVESTER EDUCATION TRAINING CERTIFICATE (HETC) FOR
EACH LISTED PERSON ON THE APPLICATION. It is recommended each applicant take the training in
the NAME listed on the certificate application. Please include it with your renewal submittal to avoid delays in
processing. The training can be taken online at: https://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/commercial/shellfish/

AUTHORIZED USERS:
Please include a complete and notarized Aquaculture [.easeholder And Authorized User Acknowledgement
(AU form) for the current fiscal year with your renewal application to avoid delays in processing. AU lease
numbers will not be listed on an Aquaculture Certificate of Registration or AQ card if no AU form
S5 g was received at the time of processing an application for which a renewal fee was provided and is
otherwise complete.
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Renewal payments may also be made online by visiting our website.

1. Go to https://www.FDACS.gov/
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2. Select “Aquaculture Certification” from the drop down list under “A”.

Administrative Fine - Ag Producis Dealer Administrative Fine - LP Gas Administrative Fine - Weights and Measure

Administrative Fine - Animal Industry Administrative Fine - Motor Vehicle Repair Administrative Fine for Agencies, Schools and

Individuals licensed under Chapter 493 F.S.
Administrative Fine - Aquaculture Administrative Fine - Pawn Brokers

Agricultural Products Dealer Claim Form
Administrative Fine - Business Opportunities Administrative Fine - Pest Control

Agricultural Products Dealer | icense
Administrative Fine - Dance Studio Administrative Fine - Petroleum Inspections

Agriculture Promotional Campaign
Administrative Fine - Do Not Call Administrative Fine - Seed

Antifreeze Renewal
Administrative Fine - Feed Administrative Fine - Sellers of Travel

Apiary
Administrative Fine - Food Safety Administrative Fine - Solicitation of Contriby tions

Administrative Fine - Game Promotions Administrative Fine - Sun

Aquaculture Certification

Aquaculture | ease Application

Administrative Fine - Health Studio Administrative Fine - Tele

Administrative Fine - Household Movers

3. Login or create a new electronic payment account if you don’t have one already.

Department Home

EGovOnline Home

Login

Welcome to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services electronic payment ¢

Create Account
Login
Recover Password registration, permit, or fine, you must first create an account. If you already have an account, ple

Recover Username

Resend Activation LOg In
Change Email User Name:
Password:

Change Password

Change Profile Remember me next time.

Contact Us | Login |

Don't have an account? Create onel

Select a Divisi
See 8 mmean Forget your password?

4. Upload a copy of your signed renewal application (at least page 1) and any relevant supporting
documents (Harvester Education Training Certificate(s), notarized Authorized User form(s), etc.).
Note: all documents must be uploaded as one single file. A second upload attempt will remove/replace
the first upload.

5. Submit online payment
6. Questions? Contact Serina Rocco at (850) 617-7600, Serina.Rocco@FDACS.gov

*New applications being submitted for which no AQ# is assigned can be mailed with payment or
call the Division for online submittal guidance to ensure it is received.
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