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Management Procedures for Archaeological and Historical Sites and Properties  
on State-Owned or Controlled Properties 

(revised February 2007) 
 
 
These procedures apply to state agencies, local governments, and non-profits that manage 
state-owned properties. 
 
A. General Discussion  
 
Historic resources are both archaeological sites and historic structures.  Per Chapter 267, Florida 
Statutes, ‘Historic property’ or ‘historic resource’ means any prehistoric district, site, building, 
object, or other real or personal property of historical, architectural, or archaeological value, 
and folklife resources.   These properties or resources may include, but are not limited to, 
monuments, memorials, Indian habitations, ceremonial sites, abandoned settlements, sunken or 
abandoned ships, engineering works, treasure trove, artifacts, or other objects with intrinsic 
historical or archaeological value, or any part thereof, relating to the history, government, and 
culture of the state.” 
 
B. Agency Responsibilities 
 
Per State Policy relative to historic properties, state agencies of the executive branch must allow 
the Division of Historical Resources (Division) the opportunity to comment on any undertakings, 
whether these undertakings directly involve the state agency, i.e., land management 
responsibilities, or the state agency has indirect jurisdiction, i.e. permitting authority, grants, etc.  
No state funds should be expended on the undertaking until the Division has the opportunity to 
review and comment on the project, permit, grant, etc. 
 
State agencies shall preserve the historic resources which are owned or controlled by the agency. 
 
Regarding proposed demolition or substantial alterations of historic properties, consultation with 
the Division must occur, and alternatives to demolition must be considered.   
 
State agencies must consult with Division to establish a program to location, inventory and 
evaluate all historic properties under ownership or controlled by the agency. 
C. Statutory Authority 
 
Statutory Authority and more in depth information can be found in the following: 
 
Chapter 253, F.S. – State Lands 
 
Chapter 267, F.S. – Historical Resources 
 
Chapter 872, F.S. – Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves 
 
Other helpful citations and references: 
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Chapter 1A-32, F.A.C. – Archaeological Research 
 
Chapter 1A-44, F.A.C. – Procedures for Reporting and Determining Jurisdiction Over Unmarked 

Human Burials 
 
Chapter 1A-46, F.A C. – Archaeological and Historical Report Standards and Guidelines 
 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings 
 
D. Management Implementation 
 
Even though the Division sits on the Acquisition and Restoration Council and approves 
land management plans, these plans are conceptual.  Specific information regarding 
individual projects must be submitted to the Division for review and recommendations. 
 
Managers of state lands must coordinate any land clearing or ground disturbing activities with 
the Division to allow for review and comment on the proposed project.  Recommendations may 
include, but are not limited to:  approval of the project as submitted, pre-testing of the project site 
by a certified archaeological monitor, cultural resource assessment survey by a qualified 
professional archaeologist, modifications to the proposed project to avoid or mitigate potential 
adverse effects.   
 
Projects such as additions, exterior alteration, or related new construction regarding historic 
structures must also be submitted to the Division of Historical Resources for review and 
comment by the Division’s architects.  Projects involving structures fifty years of age or older, 
must be submitted to this agency for a significance determination.  In rare cases, structures under 
fifty years of age may be deemed historically significant.  These must be evaluated on a case by 
case basis. 
 
Adverse impacts to significant sites, either archaeological sites or historic buildings, must be 
avoided.  Furthermore, managers of state property should make preparations for locating and 
evaluating historic resources, both archaeological sites and historic structures. 
 
E. Minimum Review Documentation Requirements 
 
In order to have a proposed project reviewed by the Division, the following information, at a 
minimum, must be submitted for comments and recommendations. 
 
Project Description – A detailed description of the proposed project including all related 
activities.  For land clearing or ground disturbing activities, the depth and extent of the 
disturbance, use of heavy equipment, location of lay down yard, etc.  For historic structures, 
specific details regarding rehabilitation, demolition, etc. 
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Project Location – The exact location of the project indicated on a USGS Quadrangle map, is 
preferable.  A management base map may be acceptable.  Aerial photos indicating the exact 
project area as supplemental information are helpful. 
 
Photographs – Photographs of the project area are always useful.  Photographs of structures are 
required. 
 
Description of Project Area – Note the acreage of the project, describe the present condition of 
project area, and any past land uses or disturbances. 
 
Description of Structures – Describe the condition and setting of each building within project 
area if approximately fifty years of age or older.  
 
Recorded Archaeological Sites or Historic Structures – Provide Florida Master Site File numbers 
for all recorded historic resources within or adjacent to the project area.  This information should 
be in the current management plan; however, it can be obtained by contacting the Florida Master 
Site File at (850) 245-6440. 
 

*     *     * 
 
Questions relating to the treatment of archaeological and historic resources on state lands should 
be directed to: 
 
Susan M. Harp 
Historic Preservation Planner 
Division of Historical Resources 
Bureau of Historic Preservation 
Compliance and Review Section 
R. A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0250 
 
Email:   susan.harp@dos.myflorida.com 
Phone:  (850) 245-6367 
Fax:  (850) 245-6437 
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Welaka State Forest 
Soil Descriptions 

 
The Candler series consists of very deep, excessively drained, rapidly permeable soils on uplands.  They 
formed in thick beds of eolian or marine deposits of coarse textured materials.  Slopes range from 0 to up 
to 25 percent in dissected areas.  The water table is at depths greater than 80 inches. 
 
The Myakka series consists of very deep, very poorly or poorly drained, moderately rapid or moderately 
permeable soils primarily in mesic flatwoods of peninsular Florida.  They formed in sandy marine 
deposits.  Slopes are dominantly from 0 to 2 percent, but range up to 5 percent.  The water table is at 
depths of less than 18 inches for 1 to 4 months duration in most years and recedes to depths of more than 
40 inches during very dry seasons.  Depressional areas are covered with standing water for periods of 6 to 
9 months or more in most years.  
 
The Placid series consists of very deep, very poorly drained, rapidly permeable soils on low flats, 
depressions, poorly defined drainageways on uplands, and flood plains on the Lower Coastal Plain.  They 
formed in sandy marine sediments.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.  Depth to the water table ranges 
from 0 to 6 inches for more than 2 months in most years.  In depressed areas, the water table is above the 
soil surface for more than 6 months annually. 
 
The Tavares series consists of very deep, moderately well drained, rapidly or very rapidly permeable 
soils on lower slopes of hills and knolls of the lower Coastal Plain.  They formed in sandy marine or 
eolian deposits.  Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent.  Very poorly drained; rapid permeability but internal 
drainage is impeded by a very shallow water table.  Depth to the water table ranges from 0 to 6 inches for 
more than 2 months in most years.  In depressed areas, the water table is above the soil surface for more 
than 6 months annually.  A water table is between depths of 40 and 80 inches for more than 6 months 
during most years but recedes to depths greater than 80 inches during periods of drought 
 
The Immokalee series consists of deep and very deep, poorly drained and very poorly drained soils that 
formed in sandy marine sediments.  They occur on flatwoods and in depressions of Peninsular Florida.  
Slopes are dominantly 0 to 2 percent but range to 5 percent.  Immokalee soils are poorly drained or very 
poorly drained.  Runoff is slow or ponded.  Permeability is rapid or very rapid in the A and E horizons 
and moderate or moderately rapid in the Bh horizon.  The water table is at depths of 6 to 18 inches for 1 
to 4 months during most years.  It is between a depth of 18 inches to 36 inches for 2 to 10 months during 
most years.  It is below 60 inches during the dry periods of most years.  Depressional areas are covered 
with standing water for periods of 6 to 9 months or more in most years. 
 
The Arents are on fills, rises on marine terraces on coastal plains.  The parent material consists of 
altered marine deposits.  Slopes are 0 to 2 percent.  The natural drainage class is somewhat poorly 
drained.  Water movement in the most restrictive layer is very high.  Available water to a depth of 60 
inches is very low.  Shrink-swell potential is low.  This soil is not flooded.  It is not ponded. A seasonal 
zone of water saturation is at 30 inches during January, June, July, August, September, October, 
November, December.  Organic matter content in the surface horizon is about 1 percent.  The soil has a 
slightly spodic horizon within 30 inches of the soil surface.  

The Pomona series consists of very deep, poorly and very poorly drained, moderate to moderately slowly 
permeable soils on broad low ridges on the Lower Coastal Plain.  They formed in sandy and loamy 
marine sediments.  Slopes are 0 to 2 percent.  Poorly or very poorly drained; rapid to moderate 
permeability in the A and E horizons and moderately slow to moderate permeability in the Bt and Btg 
horizons. 
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The St. Johns series consists of very deep, very poorly or poorly drained, moderately permeable soils on 
broad flats and depressional areas of the lower Coastal Plain.  They formed in sandy marine sediments.  
Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent.  Poorly or very poorly drained; moderate permeability.  The water table 
is at 0 to 15 inches below the surface for 20 to 50 percent of the year, but is at 15 to 30 inches during 
periods of low rainfall.  Depressional areas are ponded for 6 months or more during most years.  
 
The Cassia series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly drained, moderately rapid permeable soils on 
low ridges and knolls that are slightly higher than the adjacent flatwoods.  They formed in sandy materials 
in the Lower Coastal Plain.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent.  Somewhat poorly drained; rapid 
permeability in the A and E horizons and moderate to moderately rapid permeability in the Bh horizon.  
The water table is at depths of 18 to 42 inches for about 6 months duration during most years.  During the 
driest season the water table drops to depths below 42 inches. 
 
The Adamsville series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly drained, rapidly permeable soils on broad 
flats, low knolls, and lower side slopes.  They formed in thick sandy marine sediments in central and 
southern Florida.  Slopes range from 0 to 5 percent.  Soils are somewhat poorly drained with rapid 
permeability.  The water table is at 20 to 40 inches for 2 to 6 months during most years.  It is at 10 to 20 
inches for periods of up to two weeks in some years.  It is within depths of 60 inches for more than 9 
months in most years. 
 
The Terra Ceia series consists of very deep, very poorly drained, rapidly permeable soils in fresh water 
marshes.  They formed in more than 50 inches of well decomposed, hydrophytic, herbaceous plant 
remains.  Slopes are 0 to 1 percent.  Soils are very poorly drained, with rapid permeability and internal 
drainage, and slow to ponded runoff.  In drained areas, water control systems regulate the level of the 
water table to depths of 12 to 48 inches, depending on the crop grown.  In undrained areas, the water table 
is at or above the soil surface except during extended dry periods.  Areas on flood plains are flooded for 
long duration.  
  
The Samsula series consists of very deep, very poorly drained, rapidly permeable soils that formed in 
moderately thick beds of hydrophytic plant remains and are underlain by sandy marine sediments.  These 
soils are in swamps, poorly defined drainageways and flood plains.  Slopes are less than 2 percent.  
Samsula soils are very poorly drained.  Runoff is very slow to ponded.  Permeability is rapid.  The water 
table is at or above surface of the soil except during extended dry periods.  In drained areas, a water 
control system regulates the water table according to plant needs. 
 
The Hontoon series consists of deep, very poorly drained, rapidly permeable organic soils formed in 
hydrophytic non-woody plant remains.  These soils occur in fresh water swamps and marshes.  Slopes 
range from 0 to 2 percent.  Hontoon soils are very poorly drained.  Runoff is very slow.  Permeability is 
rapid.  The water table is at or above the surface of the soil except during extended dry periods.  In 
drained areas, a water control system regulates the water table according to plant needs. 
 
The Sparr series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly drained, moderately slowly to slowly permeable 
soils on uplands of the coastal plain.  They formed in thick beds of sandy and loamy marine sediments.  
Slopes range from 0 to 8 percent.  Somewhat poorly drained; slow to moderately slow permeability in the 
subsoil.  The water table is at depths of 20 to 40 inches for periods of 1 to 4 months.  The water table is 
usually perched on the surface of the loamy layers but the loamy layers can also be saturated. 
 
The Winder series consists of very deep, poorly drained, slowly to very slowly permeable soils on broad, 
low flats and depressional areas.  They formed in loamy marine sediments on the Lower Coastal Plain.  
Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.  Poorly drained; slow to very slow permeability.  The water table is at 
depths of 0 to 10 inches for 2 to 6 months during most years.  Some areas are flooded for periods ranging 
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from a few days to about 3 months.  Depressions are ponded for periods of about 6 to 9 months in most 
years. 
 
The Malabar series consists of very deep, poorly to very poorly drained soils in sloughs, shallow 
depressions, and along flood plains.  They formed in sandy and loamy marine sediments.  Slopes range 
from 0 to 2 percent.  Soils are poorly and very poorly drained; rapid permeability in the A, E, Bw and Cg, 
horizons, and slow to very slow permeability in the Btg horizon.  The water table is within depths of 10 
inches for 2 to 6 months during most years.  Depressions are ponded for periods ranging from 3 to 6 
months in most years.  Flood plains are flooded for periods of 7 days to 1 month in most years. 
 
The Ona series consists of poorly drained, moderately permeable soils that formed in thick sandy marine 
sediments.  They are in the flatwood areas of central and southern Florida.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 
percent.  Ona soils are poorly drained.  Permeability of the Bh horizon is moderate.  Runoff is slow and 
internal drainage is impeded by the water table.  The water table is at depths of 10 to 40 inches for periods 
of 4 to 6 months during most years.  It rises to depths of less than 10 inches for periods of 1 to 2 months, 
and may recede to depths of more than 40 inches during very dry seasons. 
  
The Holopaw series consists of deep and very deep, poorly and very poorly drained soils formed in sandy 
marine sediments.  These soils are rapidly permeable in the A and E horizons and moderately or 
moderately slowly permeable in the B horizon.  These soils are on low lying flats, in poorly defined 
drainages or depressional areas.  Slopes range from 0 to 2 percent.  Holopaw soils are poorly and very 
poorly drained.  Runoff is slow.  Permeability is moderately slow.  A water table is within 12 inches of 
the soil surface for 2 to 6 months during most years.  Depressional areas are ponded for more than 6 
months during most years 
 
The Placid-Pompano association is on drainageways on marine terraces on coastal plains, flood plains 
on marine terraces on coastal plains.  Slopes are 0 to 2 percent.  The parent material consists of sandy 
marine deposits.  Soils are very poorly drained and frequently flooded.  The soil has a slightly spodic 
horizon within 30 inches of the soil surface.  

The Astatula series consists of very deep, excessively drained, rapidly permeable soils that formed in 
eolian and marine sands.  Slopes range from 0 to 30 percent.  Soils are excessively drained with rapid 
permeability.  The zones of saturation are more than 60 inches below the surface. 
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